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A key aspect to this model is recognizing that the world needs to be understood in terms 
of its interconnections rather than focusing on individual elements.

John Wozniak identified three predominate themes of peacemaking criminology. The 
first theme is types of crime and social harms. A common approach among peacemak-
ing criminologists is to focus on different crimes (i.e., violation of a law) in the same 
context as other social harms (i.e., physical, mental, or social damages or injuries that 
are not violations of law in the strictest sense).137 A key tenet of peacemaking criminol-
ogy is to realize how different types of crime are inextricably related to different types 
of social harm.

The second theme is the types of peacemaking frameworks or perspectives. A general 
review of the literature reveals that many peacemaking criminology scholars tend to 
deviate from mainstream criminology theories in their research. Rather, they tend to 
focus on the type of theories that begin with questioning existing political, economic, and 
underlying ideologies of the status quo. They also maintain that answers to violence and 
social harm, as well as the injustices associated with such harm, are essentially outside the 
criminal justice system.138 Not only is peacemaking criminology diverse; it is also optimis-
tic. For instance, this approach encourages individuals working in the field of criminal 
justice to believe that society could be reorganized in a way that would result in human 
reactions conducted in a more humane manner.

The third theme is the types of peacemaking alternatives.139 Peacemaking alternatives 
are quite diverse with respect to confronting crimes and social harms. Wozniak selected 
various examples to illustrate this point. Within the feminist tradition of peacemaking, 
he cited how researchers examining sexual assault led to the promise of community 
“Take Back the Night” marches, sexual assault centers, rape crisis programs, Men and 
Women Committed to Stopping Violence Against Women, and watchdog programs com-
mitted to monitoring the treatment of victims.140 Another scholar’s research endeavors 
directed attention toward the Alternatives to Violence Project for prisons, as well as 
transformation of the correctional center to a healing center that advocates for the teach-
ing of nonviolent techniques.141

Restorative Justice Perspective
Retributive justice refers to the repair of justice through a one-sided approach of impos-
ing punishment; restorative justice refers to the repair of justice by reaffirming a shared 
consensus of values, involving a joint or multisided approach.142 Restorative justice 
emphasizes the victim, the community, and the offender. The restorative justice frame-
work is based on the balanced approach (see Figure 11.5).

CLIENT/CUSTOMERS GOALS VALUES

Victims Accountability When an offense occurs, an obligation to victims and 
community incurs.

Youth Competency 
Development

Offenders who enter the juvenile justice system should 
exit more capable than when they entered.

Community Community 
Protection

Juvenile justice has a responsibility to protect the public 
from juveniles in the system.

Source: Adapted from Maloney, D., Romig, D., & Armstrong, T. (1988). Juvenile probation: The balanced 
approach. Reno, NV: National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges.
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